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August 29th, 1848. 

Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Committee on the following papers hy Dr. G-ambel, reported in 
favour of publication : — 

Description of a new Mexican Quail. 

By William Gambel, M. D. 

Ortyx *thoracicus. 

W ith a fall somewhat pointed crest, the feathers of which are black, obscurely 
mixed with dull-brown and rufous. Nape mottled with black and bright rufous, and 
traversed by two interrupted white lines, which commence of a cinereous colour 
about the front and pass over the eyes. Throat and cheeks pale cinereous, each 
feather with a narrow black margin. Sides of neck, breast and sides pale rufous : 
deepest on sides of neck, where the feathers have a few scattering black spots. 
Lower part of belly and vent white. Under tail coverts rusty-white, mottled 
with black. Tail very short and rounded, its colour dark-brown, with freckled 
irregular bars of rusty- white. Lower part of back and upper tail coverts irre- 
gularly variegated with different shades of grey, fulvous and black. Upper part 
of back dark rufous, the centres of the feathers grayish, and traversed by fine 
irregular, dusky lineations. Wings and scapulars beautifully variegated with 
black, rufous and grey ; wing coverts and scapulars having the upper vanes deep 
black, margined and lined with rufous, the lower vanes greyish freckled, and 
blotched with black, while the shafts are dull whitish. 

Tertiaries on their upper vanes with broad fulvous margins. Feet and legs 
pale, bill black. Irides chocolate-brown. 

Length 8 inches, wing 5 inches, tail 2 inches, tarsus 1 3-10ths, ridge of bill 
6-10th, from angle of mouth TJ-lOths. 

This appears to be an undescribed species of that group of quails which so 
much resemble our common 0. virginianus. The present, however, is readily 
distinguished from that species by its much longer bill and very short tail, as 
well as its general markings, particularly beneath ; the breast and sides being 
of a plain fawn colour, or pale rufous. The only specimen from which I describe 
was brought from Jalapa, Mexico, by Mr. Pease. It does not appear to be quite 
adult, and the markings about the head and throat may be somewhat different in 
the old bird ; still, however, its characters are sufficiently marked. Judging 
from description, it must very nearly resemble the 0. pectoralis, of Gould ; but 
besides the difference of markings, he makes no mention of that species having 
a crest. The length of the bird, as well as of the wing, is in this also just one 
inch greater, which would hardly be the case in a young bird. 

Descriptions of two new California Quadrupeds. 
By Wm. Gambel, M. D. 
Dipodomys *agilis. 
Golour above yellowish-brown, mixed with dusky ; beneath pure white, ex- 
tending half way up the sides. Head elongated, tapering from the ears to a sharp 
point. Ears nearly round, sparsely hairy. Eyes large, dark brown. A large 
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pouch on each side of the head, opening externally on the cheeks. Both hind 
and fore feet with four toes and the rudiment of a fifth. The hind legs very 
long and strong. Tail very long, slender covered with hair, and ending in a 
pencillated tuft. 

Length 10J inches, including the tail, which is 6J inches. 

, -. n „ „ f 2 incisors. 

„ . 1Q . Teeth, ( 10u PP er \ 8 molars. 

In the upper jaw the incisors are divided by a longitudinal furrow. 

This beautiful Jerboa-like animal is an abundant inhabitant of the vineyards 
and cultivated fields of the Pueblo de los Angeles, Upper California. 

Like the other pouched animals, it forms extensive burrows, traversing the 
fields in different directions, and are only dislodged during the process of irriga- 
tion. They leap with surprising agility, sometimes the distance of ten feet or 
more at a spring, and are difficult to capture. 

Mus * Californicus. 

Dark grey; lighter about the head and shoulders; above tipped with light 
brown ; on the sides almost fulvous. Beneath almost white. Fore feet with 
four toes and the rudiment of a fifth. Hind feet with five toes. Tail nearly 
five inches in length, pretty thickly covered with short rigid hairs. Head acutely 
conical ; ears large, rounded, thin, sparsely hairy ; one inch in length, and 5-8ths 
in breadth. Length of the body 4J inches. Old male, — bristles, of the nose 2 J 
inches. 

I captured but a single specimen of this species in a field near Monterey, 
Upper California, which, with those of the former, I had the misfortune to lose. 

The Committee to whom was referred the duty of preparing a cor- 
rected list of Members and Correspondents, presented a report, which 
was adopted, and two hundred and fifty copies of the list ordered in 
4to. form. The following committee was appointed to superintend the 
publication of the same : Drs. Zantzinger, Griffith, and Bridges. 

ELECTION. 

Alexander Biddle, Esq., of Philadelphia, was elected a Member, and 
the following were elected Correspondents : — 
Hugh E. Strickland, Esq., of London. 
Edward Blyth, Esq., of Calcutta. 
Frances S. Holmes., Esq., of Charleston, S. C. 
Theodore Cantor, M. D., of the Bengal Medical Servioe. 



